
 
Calving at Flatland Farm 
Calving time: Feb-April 

● Why?  
o To avoid the worst of the mud 
o Avoid flies 
o Better calf growth with colder weather – they have to eat to stay warm 

● Where? We are home in winter lots until mid-May 

Calving Prep: 

● Cameras operational (best investment we have made for our sanity!) 
● Clean calving pens ready – deep straw bedding 
● Loose mineral kept in feeders 
● Good quality grass hay to avoid large calf sizes 
● Straw bedding in winter lots to keep cows clean 
● Check Calving Kits 

o New colostrum packets available 
o OB straps and handles clean and ready to go 
o OB gloves 
o OB lube 
o Iodine – 1% 

▪ We use 1% to avoid burning the navel, we apply it 2 times daily until 
umbilical cord is dry 

▪ Small dixie cups work well for dipping navels. 1 per calf – don’t use on 
multiple calves 

o Bottle and nipple clean and ready 
o Tube feeder with valve 
o Thermometer 
o Start-up Gel – if slow starting calf, oral probiotics 
o Peppermint Udder Cream – to help soothe an over-full udder 
o Vasoline to put on calf butt and under tail to help manure slide off and not stick 

● Review the AHCA Highland Breeder’s Guide: Calving Time (p27) 
o LEA-White Farms also has great calving resources (Pat White wrote the Highland 

Breeder’s Guide Calving Time section) 
● Have your veterinarian’s phone number handy 

 

*Links above are to show an example of an item, it is not an endorsement of a product or place to 
purchase it. Find what works best for you. 

https://www.farmandfleet.com/products/1284033-sav-a-caf-123-oz-calf-colostrum-replacer.html
https://www.valleyvet.com/ct_detail.html?pgguid=30e07968-7b6a-11d5-a192-00b0d0204ae5&itemguid=3269df85-7b6a-11d5-a192-00b0d0204ae5&sfb=1&grp=6000&grpc=6800&grpsc=6810&sp=f&utm_content=17127&ccd=IFF003&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlbeXwNrOiwMVkUt_AB12cg2YEAQYAiABEgKu6_D_BwE
https://www.valleyvet.com/ct_detail.html?pgguid=30e07aad-7b6a-11d5-a192-00b0d0204ae5&itemguid=3269df84-7b6a-11d5-a192-00b0d0204ae5
https://www.farmandfleet.com/products/1015321-neogen-10-pack-shoulder-length-ob-dairy-gloves.html
https://www.valleyvet.com/ct_detail.html?pgguid=21e325d7-6391-4482-9ecd-f2093f75c81c&itemguid=3269d864-7b6a-11d5-a192-00b0d0204ae5&sfb=1&grp=6000&grpc=6800&grpsc=6840&sp=f&utm_content=12497&ccd=IFF003&srsltid=AfmBOoq47B4PbzMH4meFo1-o451WeEotIDX9GFAzO8CxbY6DjSvdkwsep7U
https://www.farmandfleet.com/products/g--968-aspen-gentle-iodine.html
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-Beverage-Drinking-Cup%EF%BC%8CSmall-Mouthwash/dp/B09BPW3QQ1/ref=asc_df_B09BPW3QQ1?mcid=461c566662183c4d83f220fc6cacd10c&hvocijid=10309980709979401014-B09BPW3QQ1-&hvexpln=73&tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=730434204848&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10309980709979401014&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1019973&hvtargid=pla-2281435183098&psc=1
https://www.farmandfleet.com/products/562031-coburn-calf-fluid-feeder.html
https://www.farmandfleet.com/products/1015325-neogen-durvet-ideal-digital-thermometer.html
https://priorityiac.com/product/startup-gel-for-cattle/
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/dynamint-organic-approved-mint-udder-cream-500ml-169-fl-oz-1329990?cid=Shopping-Google-Organic_Feed-Product-1329990&srsltid=AfmBOoodXYZpB_vOqoWImA4EgKusoGXRACJpY0Phr-spiNZRa7l0z6MJyPM&gQT=1
http://www.highlandcattleusa.org/content/breedersguide.pdf
https://www.leawhitehighlandcattle.com/calving-season

